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HISTORICAL STATEMENT 
Prairie View A&M University is a part of the Texas A&M 
University System, which was created in 1948. Other parts of 
the System are Texas A&M Universities at Bryan and at 
Galveston, Tarleton State University, the Texas Agricultural 
Experiment Station, the Texas Agricultural Extension Service, 
the Texas Engineering Experiment Station, the Texas Eng­
ineering Extension Service, the Texas Forest Service, the 
Texas Transportation Institute, and the Texas Veterinary Medi­
cal Diagnostic Laboratory. 
Prairie View A&M University, the second oldest public in­
stitution of higher education in Texas, originated in the 
Texas Constitution of 1876. Having already established the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas (later to be 
named Texas A&M University) in 1871, legislators pledged in 
the Texas Constitution of 1876 that "separate schools shall be 
provided for the white and colored children, and impartial 
provisions shall be made for both." On August 14, 1876, the 
Texas Legislature established the "Agricultural and Mechanical 
College of Texas for Colored Youths" and placed responsibility 
for its management with the Board of Directors of the Agricul­
tural and Mechanical College at Bryan. The A&M College of 
Texas for Colored Youths opened at Prairie View, Texas on 
March 11, 1878. 
The University's original curriculum was designated by 
the Texas Legislature in 1879 to be that of a "Normal School" 
for the "preparation and training of Colored teachers." This 
curriculum was expanded to include the arts and sciences, home 
economics, agriculture, mechanical arts, and nursing after the 
University was established as a branch of the agricultural ex­
periment station (Hatch Act, 1887) and as a Land Grant College 
(Morrill Act, 1890). Thus began the tradition of agricultural 
research and community service which still continues today. 
In 1919, the four-year senior college program was begun, 
and in 1937, a division of graduate studies was added, offer­
ing master's degrees in agricultural economics, rural educa­
tion, agricultural education, school administration and super­
vision and rural sociology. 
In 1945, the name of the institution was changed from 
Prairie View Normal and Industrial College to Prairie View A&M 
University, and the school was authorized to offer, "as need 
arises," all courses offered at the University of Texas. In 
1947, the Texas Legislature changed the name to Prairie View 
A&M College of Texas and provided that "courses be offered in 
i 
agriculture, the mechanic arts, engineering, and the 
natural sciences connected therewith, together with any other 
courses authorized at Prairie View at the time of passage of 
this act, all of which shall be equivalent to those offered at 
the Agricultural and Mechanical college of Texas at Bryan." 
On August 27, 1973, the name of the institution was changed to 
Prairie View A&M University, and its status as an independent 
unit of the Texas A&M University System was reconfirmed. 
In 1981, the Texas Legislature acknowledged the 
University's rich tradition of service and identified various 
state-wide needs which the University should address, includ­
ing the assistance of students of diverse ethnic and 
socio-economic backgrounds to realize their full potential, 
and the assistance of small and medium-sized communities and 
businesses in their growth and development. 
In 1983, the Texas Legislature proposed a constitutional 
amendment to restructure the Permanent University Fund to in­
clude Prairie View A&M University as a beneficiary of its 
proceeds. (The Permanent University Fund is a perpetual 
endowment fund originally established in the Constitution of 
1876 for the sole benefit of the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College—Texas A&M University—and the University of Texas.) 
The 1983 amendment also dedicated the University to enhance­
ment as an "institution of the first-class" under the 
governing board of The Texas A&M University System. The 
constitutional amendment was approved by the voters on 
November 6, 1984. 
In January 1985, the Board of Regents of the Texas A&M 
University System responded to the 1984 Constitutional Amend­
ment by stating its intention that Prairie View A&M University 
become "an institution nationally recognized in its areas of 
education and research." The Board also resolved that the 
University receive its share of the Available University Fund, 
as previously agreed to by Texas A&M University and the 
University of Texas. 
The University's enrollment now exceeds 5,800, including 
nearly 600 graduate students. Students come from throughout 
the United States as well as many foreign countries. Over 
2,000 academic degrees have been awarded in the last five 
years, including over 900 graduate degrees. 
ii 
MISSION STATEMENT 
(Approved by the Board of Regents on September 22, 1986) 
The modern mission of Prairie View A&M University was 
most recently redefined by the people of Texas through an 
amendment to the Constitution in 1984. Through that Amend­
ment, Prairie View A&M University joined the University of 
Texas at Austin and Texas A&M University as the only constitu­
tionally designated "institutions of the first class." 
In support of that designation, in January 1985, the 
Board of Regents of the Texas A&M System stated its intention 
that Prairie View A&M University become "an institution 
nationally recognized in its areas of education and research." 
Prairie View A&M University is a land grant institution by 
federal statute. It is also a "state-wide special purpose 
institution" providing special services to students of 
"diverse ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds." 
Prairie View A&M University is dedicated to fulfilling 
this mission by achieving excellence in education, research, 
and service. The University is committed to offering the 
highest guality programs and instruction for courses or 
degrees in agriculture, arts and sciences, business, educa­
tion, engineering, engineering technology, architecture, home 
economics, and nursing. 
iii 
While striving to maintain excellent instruction and a 
strong curriculum, the University understands its role to 
include the nature of students' academic development and 
intellectual curiosity by providing stimulating and healthy 
physical and cultural environments and services. As a 
"special purpose" institution, the University recognizes the 
necessity to develop unique programming to identify and assist 
talented students who may otherwise be overlooked. The 
University is committed to the total development of the per­
son, and, to this end, the institution must provide the best 
possible support services in academic and non-academic areas. 
The University is committed to fostering research on 
campus. Quality research is a critical thread that weaves 
together a strong faculty, state-of-the-art facilities and 
learning opportunities for students; such research also 
provides relevant service to the community beyond the campus. 
iv 
THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
BOARD OF REGENTS 
William A. McKenzie, Chairman, Dallas expires 1993 
Wayne A. Showers, Vice Chairman, McAllen ... expires 1993 
Bill Clayton, Austin expires 1995 
Douglas R. Decluitt, Waco expires 1993 
Raul B. Fernandez, San Antonio expires 1995 
Ross D. Margraves, Houston expires 1995 
L. Lowry Mays, San Antonio Expires 1991 
John Mobley, Austin expires 1991 
Royce E. Wisenbaker, Tyler expires 1991 
SYSTEM ADMINISTRATION 
Chancellor Perry L. Adkisson 
Deputy Chancellor 
for Finance and Administration Eddie J. Davis 
Deputy Chancellor 
for External Affairs and General Counsel James. B. Bond 
Deputy Chancellor for Academic 
Program Planning and Research Edward A. Hiler 
Deputy Chancellor and 
Dean of Agriculture Charles J. Arntzen 
Deputy Chancellor and 
Dean of Engineering Herbert H. Richardson 
As of January 1, 1990. 
v 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 
Julius W. Becton, Jr President 
Milton R. Bryant Vice-President 
for Academic Affairs 
Harold S. Bonner Vice-President 
for Administrative Services 
Jiles P. Daniels Interim Vice-President 
for Student Affairs 
Vicki B. Minor Interim Vice-President 
for Development & University Relations 
Jerry W. Neef Vice-President 
for Fiscal Affairs 
ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATION 
Hakumat Israni Dean, College of Applied Sciences 
and Engineering Technology 
Edward W. Martin Dean, College of Arts & Sciences 
Ronald J. Sheehy Dean, Benjamin Banneker Honors College 
Barbara A. P. Jones Interim Dean, College of Business 
Paul M. Mehta Dean, College of Education 
Wayne D- Perry Dean, College of Engineering & Architecture 
Arthur C. Washington Dean, Graduate School 
Darimell E. Waugh Interim Dean, College of Nursing 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
Flossie M. Byrd Associate Vice President, Academic Affairs 
Doris F. Price Assistant Vice-President, Student.Affairs 
Samuel Montgomery Interim Director, Admissions & Records 
George H. Stafford Director, Athletics 
Frank D- Jackson Director, Auxiliary Services 
Brenda E. Lorick Director, Counseling/Career Services 
Hubert D. Smith Director, Developmental Education 
A- D- James Director, Financial Aid 
Ronald W. Cornelius Interim Director, Information Systems 
Gerald H. Gaither Director, Institutional Research 
Adele S- Dendy Director, Library 
Albert R. Gee Director, Personnel Services 
Gerald P. Kelley Director, Physical Plant 
J.E. Pennywell Director, School Relations 
Frederick V. Roberts Director, Student Activities 
Samuel H. McClendon Director, Student Life 
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TABLE D-l 
APPROVED DEGREE PROGRAMS 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
Administrative Organization Degree Level 
Baccalaurate Masters 
COLLEGE OF APPLIED SCIENCES 
AND ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 
Department of Agriculture 
Agriculture BSAG 




Agricultural Engineering BSAG 
Animal Science 
Soil Science 
Department of Engineering Technology 
Computer Science BS 
Computer Engineering Technology BSCET 
Electrical Engineering Technology BSEET 
Mechanical Engineering Technology BSMET 
Department of Home Economics 
Home Economics Education BSHE 
Home Economics 
Human Nutrition & Food BSDIE 
Human Development & The Family BSHE 
Merchandising & Design BSHE 
Department of Industrial Education 
Industrial Education BS, BSIE 
Vocational/Industrial Education BS 
Computer Aided Drafting & Design BSIT 
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 
Department of AROTC 
Department of Art/Music/Drama 
Art Education BA 
Music Education BM 
Music Educ-Instrumental X 
Music Educ-Choral/Vocal X 







TABLE D-l Continued Degree Level 
Baccalaurate Masters 
Advertising Art BA 
Drama BA 
Music BA 
Applied Music BA MA 
Appl Muse-Organ X X 
Appl Musc-Percussion X 
Appl Muse-Piano X X 
Appl Musc-Saxophone X 
Appl Muse-Trombone X 
Appl Muse-Trumpet X 
Appl Musc-Voice X X 
Department of Biology 
Medical Technology BS 
Biology BS MS 
Biol-Environmental Toxicology X 
Department of Chemistry 
Chemistry BS MS 





Department of English & Foreign Languages 
Spanish BA 
English BA MA 
Department of Mathematics 
Mathematics BS MS 
Department of NROTC 




TABLE D-l Continued Degree Level 
Baccalaurate Masters 
Department of Social Work & Sociology 
Social Work BASW 
Sociology BA 
Division of Social & Political Sciences 
Law Enforcement BSLE 
Geography BA 
History BA 
Political Science BA 
MA 
MA 
BENJAMIN BANNEKER COLLEGE HONORS DEGREES AWARDED THROUGH 
ACADEMIC COLLEGES 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
Department of Accounting & Information Systems 
Accounting BBA 
General Business Administration 
Administrative Information Systems BBA 
MBA 





Department of Management & Marketing 
Management BBA 
Marketing BBA 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
Department of Curriculum & Instruction 























NOTE-Depts. of Accounting & Gen. Bus. Admin. 
Dept. of Accounting and Information Systems, 
combined to form the 
Fall 1988. 
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Social Science Education 







Department of Health & Human Performance* 
Health Education BSED 



















Department of School Services 






















Department of Architecture 
Architecture BARCH 
Department of Civil Engineering 
Civil Engineering BSCE 
Department of Electrical Engineering 
Electrical Engineering BSEE 
Department of Mechanical Engineering 
Mechanical Engineering BSME 
COLLEGE OF NURSING 
Nursing BSN 
•-Department of Health and Physical Educ. renamed Health & Human 
Performance, Fall 1988. 
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PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
NUMBER OF UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE 
DEGREES AWARDED BY THE 
COLLEGE OF APPLIED SCIENCES 
AND 
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 
(1984-85 through 1988-89) 
TABLE D-3 
ACADEMIC YEAR & LEVEL 
DEPARTMENT 
& 1984-85 1985 -86 1986 -87 1987 -88 1988 
PROGRAM 
U G U G U G U G U 
AGRICULTURE 
Agri. Economics 7 2 6 0 7 2 3 3 3 
Agri. Education 1 0 0 X 2 X § @ 8 
Animal Science 9 0 10 0 13 7 14 3 15 
Agronomy 3 4 9 3 1 3 3 0 5 
Agri. Engineering 0 X 1 X 5 X 5 X 4 
HOME ECONOMICS 
Home Economics X 2 X 0 X 0 X 4 X 
Home Econ Educ. 6 0 1 0 3 0 @ @ 8 
Human Dev. 1 X 3 X 1 X 2 X 0 
& Family 
Human Nutr/Foods 4 X 8 X 6 X 9 X 2 
Merching. & Desig 6 X 4 X 8 X 8 X 13 
ENGINEERING TECH. 
*Comp. Eng. Tech. 0 X 1 X 13 X 11 X 10 
*Elect. Eng. Tech. 1 X 3 X 10 X 18 X 15 
**Mech. Eng. Tech. 0 0 1 X 12 X 1 X 2 
Industrial Tech. 24 X 0 X 18 X 6 X 0 
Comp. Science 21 X 27 
INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION 
Indus.. Educ. 7 15 11 18 8 1 e @ 8 
Voc. Indus. Educ 2 X 5 X 2 X 2 X 1 
***Computer Aided 
Draft & Design 0 X 5 X 11 
TOTALS 71 23 63 21 109 13 108 10 108 
*Program approved for Fall Semester, 1984. 
**Program begin Fall Semester, 1985. 
***Program implemented in 1986-87. 
@-Degree program moved to College of Education. 
X-Indicates that there is no degree program authorized. 
Source: MIS Data Base 1984-88. CBM 009-Degrees Conferred was used 
1988-89 data. 
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PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
NUMBER OF UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE 
DEGREES AWARDED BY THE 
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 
(1984-85 through 1988-89) 
TABLE D-4 
ACADEMIC YEAR & LEVEL 
DEPARTMENT 
& 1984 -85 1985 -86 1986-87 1987 -88 1988 -89 
PROGRAM 
U G U G U G U G U G 
ART, MUSIC & DRAMA 
Advertising Art 2 X 0 X 2 X 1 X 1 X 
Art Education 3 X 2 X 1 X 0 X 0 X 
Drama 2 X 1 X 5 X 1 X 3 X 
Music 2 X 2 X 1 X 0 X 0 X 
Music Education 2 1 0 0 0 0 * * * * 
Applied Music 0 X 0 2 1 X 1 4 1 2 
BIOLOGY 
Biology 17 6 18 6 15 6 25 2 34 3 
Med. Tech. 0 X 0 X 0 X 1 X 1 X 
CHEMISTRY 
Chemistry 6 9 6 2 8 0 4 4 2 1 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Communications 29 X 15 X 21 X 16 X 19 X 
Speech 0 X 0 X 0 X 0 X 1 X 
ENGLISH & FOREIGN LANG. 
English 3 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 3 1 
Spanish 3 X 0 X 1 X 1 X 1 X 
MATHEMATICS 
Mathematics 32 4 26 0 15 0 16 6 18 6 
Computer 7 X 28 X § § @ 9 9 9 
PHYSICS 
Physics 0 X 1 X 0 X' 0 X X 0 
SOCIAL WORK/SOCIOLOGY 
Sociology 4 2 4 11 2 10 2 13 5 18 
Social Work 7 X 10 X 14 X 17 X 15 X 
SOCIAL & POL. SCIENCE 
Geography 0 X 0 X 0 X 0 X 0 X 
History 3 0 1 0 2 0 1 X 0 X 
Law Enforcement 16 X 6 X 20 X 13 X 14 X 
Political Science 6 X 9 X 11 X 6 X 8 X 
*Psychology 5 X 2 X 4 X * * * * 
TOTALS 152 ~23 132 22 123 16 106 31 126 ~3l 
X-Indicates that a degree program is not authorized. 
*-Transferred to Dept. of Curr. & Instr. in College of Education. 
@-Transferred to Engineering Technology. 
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PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
NUMBER OF UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE 
DEGREES AWARDED BY THE 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
(1984-85 through 1988-89) 
TABLE D-6 
ACADEMIC YEAR & LEVEL 
DEPARTMENT 
& 1984 -85 1985-•86 1986 -87 1987 -88 1988 -89 
PROGRAM 
U G U G U G U G U G 
CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION 
**Curr. & Inst. X 0 X 0 X 0 X 1 X 8 
Inst. Supv. X 4 X 1 X 4 X 5 X 4 
Educ. Media & Tech. X 6 X 5 X 11 X 3 X 5 
Secondary Educ. 0 3 6 13 4 X 8 X 6 X 
•Agriculture Educ. X 5 0 3 0 3 
*Business Educ. 4 2 0 1 0 1 
*English Educ. X 1 X 1 X 0 
•Home Ecomonics Ed. X 0 0 0 0 0 
industrial Educ. X 11 6 7 3 2 
•Mathematics Educ. X 2 X 3 X 0 
•Music Education X 0 0 1 2 0 
•Reading Education X 4 X 7 X 0 
•Science Education X 0 X 0 X 0 
•Social Science Ed. X 0 X 0 X 0 
•Social Studies Ed. X 0 X 0 X 0 
%Special Educ. X 13 X 12 X 11 X 9 X 20 
%Elem. Educ. 27 26 28 11 28 13 7 4 25 26 
•••Psychology 6 X 11 X 
%%HEALTH & HUMAN PERFORMANCE 
Health Educ. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
P.E. 14 4 6 4 11 7 9 0 10 2 
SCHOOL SERVICES 
School Admin. X 56 X 33 X 21 X 20 X 25 
Counseling X 18 X 21 X 13 X 15 X 25 
TOTALS 41 130 40 100 47 105 36 80 58 121 
X-Indicates that a degree program is not authorized. 
*-Transferred to the Dept. of Curr. & Fnd. in Fall of 1986. 
••-Program phased out, Fall 1988. 
%Dept. of Elem. Educ. changed to Dept. of Curr. & Instr., Fall 1988. 
%%Department named changed to Health & Human Per., Fall 1988. 
***-Transferred from Dept. of Soc. & Pol. Sci., to the College of 
Education, Fall 1988. 
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PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
P. O. BOX 2777 
PRAIRIE VIEW, TEXAS 77446-2777 
The Texas A&M University System 
Office of March 1, 1990 (409) 857-2314 
Institutional Research 
Dear Colleague: 
I am pleased to share with you the updated version of the 
University Factbook, covering the years 1984-1989. The data 
that-follows is an attempt to photograph the current status 
of Prairie View A&M University in five major areas: 
The topics are broad and we can only hope to have done 
justice to the subject areas here. New presentations of 
both a graphic and quantitative nature have been prepared on 
Prairie View's fiscal data. Other new additions are also 
provided for your use. 
The Factbook attempts in every case to present the latest 
data from official sources, such as the Coordinating Board's 
MIS Data Base or official budget documents. Our approach 
has been to compile major data elements in the above five 
areas and to encourage your review of dramatic trends to see 
if they represent significant changes or statistical quirks. 
The value of trend data often is found to be not so much in 
providing immediate answers, but in raising questions that 
may lead to necessary changes in our actions, policies, or 
procedures. Our increasing use of graphics is designed also 
to assist you in detecting such significant trends. 
We hope you find this data of assistance to you. Your sug­
gestions and comments on improving the Factbook, as always, 
are welcomed. 
* Student Enrollment 
* Student Credit Hours 
* Degree Programs and Degrees Awarded 
* Faculty Data 
* Fiscal Data 
Sincerely 
Gerald H. Gaither, Director 
Institutional Research 
110th Anniversary 1878 - 1988 
